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of the Common-wealth of | 


ENGLAND, 


'who arein place of Authority to do Juſtice, and in 
preſent power to eaſe the oppreiſed Nation 
from its Bonds. 
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Councel and Advice unto you, from a Friend that ſeeks 
after Truth and Kighteouſneſs from you, and alwayes 
faithfully deſires the Nations good,and that the Govern- .* ** 
ment thercof may be eſtabliſhed pox a Juſt and Equal - ? 
and Right Foundation , that the Lord God may poſ- 

Kh his Right, and all men their Right in our Land, and 

- that men of Truth and ſound Judgement , may be ſet 
to Juilge the people in outward things, and the Exerciſe of 
coo Conſcience 77 Faith ad Worſhip left unto God, 
that Blejjings and Mercies, true Freedom, Peace and U- 
nity,ny run down as a ſtream in theLand of our nativity, 
and that all the contrary may be caſt out, and removed 
far away from us 3 and ſor this Cauſe, theje things fol- 
lowing do I proponnd unto you , that you may read and 

- conſider , to the end that Righteouſneſs aloxe may be c- 

ſtabliſhed in the Nation, both in the Foundation and 


Practice of Government. 


== OR as much as this Nation, theLand of our Native 

eld inheritance (as we are members of it) hath long 

been held under great bondage and captivity, and 

the free-bern people have born the heavy yokes of 

I tyranny and oppreſion , both-in reſpeC of the foun= 

+ dation of Government , and allo in refpe& of _—— ; 
or 


"coor not onely the pra&ice , bur alſothe very foutidation of Gy. 


| wvernment, and the chooſing of Governours alſo hath been out 


- of courſe, and not rightly laid, nor eſtabliſhed in Righteouſ- 
neſs, by reaſon of that darkneſs that hath been over all people, 
'» inthe dayes of thereign of Antichrijt , whoſe kingdome and 
"- government hath been in dominion mn all Nations , ever fince 
the falling away from the Faith, once delivered to the Apoſtles, 
and then came the earth to be ſubjected under the tyranny and 
oppreſſion of that fourth Bzaſt, Dan, 7. And while thus it hath 
been 1n our Nation.that our Kings have attained to the Throne 
of Government hereditarily, and by ſucceſſion of Birth, and our 
© Parliaments and Rulers have attained to the place of Judgement 
overus, by ſuch away of traditional choiſe, as hath been rhe 
cuſtom in our forefathers dayes (that knew no better, being in 
the dayes of Apoftacy & great ignorance themſelves) and thus 
' It hath continued for many Ages , whereby the Inhabitants 
have been alwayes ſuffering under, and lyable togrear oppre/-" 
ons & vexations, being (ubje&ed under fuch a Government, falling 
as aforeſaid, from Parents to Children, after the manner of 
the Heathen Nations, and being ſubje&ed to ſuch Laws , made 
and executed by men , not truly called and ordained of Cod 
therennto, inſomuch that nothing hath been perceived nor in- 
tended by men of the hand of the Lord, and of his good 
Spirit in the calling of our Kings, and chooſing of. our Rulers ; 
bur theſe things have com'd to paſs and been after the Tradi- 
tions of men, and not after the Order and Councel of the 
Lord God; And our Nation hath been under the boyds of {11- 
very in this reſpe&, even becauſe men have governed that 
ought not : and while thegrear and rich men hath been ſet to 
rule- over the poor, and while men for earthly honour, and 
for richesſake in birth and breeding, have claimed to be Princes 
over us ſucceſſively , and to be choſen our K#lers according to 
cuſtom, withour reſpe& ro their vertueand goodneſs, and with- 
out true Calling eb the Lord, or any. certain Teſ$:mony 
from him, and thus it hath continued for many ages; becaule 
of which the free bory. people hath deeply ſuffered the cruel op= 
no of provd and amvitions and ſelf-ſeeking men , who hath 
long ruled for themſelves, and not for'theLord , and have 
com*dinto the placeof Authority over us, otherwiſe then by 
- appointment andr7ight calling from the Lord, as I have ſaid; _ 
CAUS 
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.thus the Government of our. Nation hath been ont of courſe, 
and not as the Lord requireth it, even until this day , while 
| great darkrieſs hath remained upen the hearts of the people, 
which hath ſoblinded them, thar theyhavenot known = 
own bondage, nor yet how to be redeemed into pexjec liberty , 
while they have ſubje&ed themtielves (through ignbrag to 
be ruled by ſuch men as had no right from God to that-place 
of Rulc and Government. Fl 2% 
But now in as much as the Lord God our deliverer hath begun 
to appear for the freedom of the Nations, and hath {hewed us 
the captivity and bondage which our forefathers have lived un» 
der, and we our lelves been ſubje& and lyable too, by reaſon 
of the Government ſtanding in a ſingle perſon ſuceefſively, and we 
being forced co live under the Authority of ſuch men as had 
no right fromGed thereunto, as Khave ſaid ; And now our 
eyes are opened to behold better things, and weare in good 
expectations , that the Lord will ſuddenly ſo appear, as to free 
us from future oppreſſions in this reſpe& , for we look for a 
New Earth, as well as for a New Heaven, according to the 
Lords promiſe tons, which is to be fulfilled in theſe latter 
dayes; and that we ſhall have Judges as at the firff, and Coun» 
cellors as at the beginning , and that all our bonds of oppreſ- 
ſion ſhall be broken , that have lain upon us by unjuſt men, 
who have made Laws, and executed them for us, without true 
calling to ſuch a work.; And the Lord alone will appear to be 
the Kig and Fudge and Law-giver over all, and will commic 
the giving forth and execution of good Laws into the power of 
faithful and juſt men ordained of God, who wiil Judge 
for him altogether, and not for man, neither will be perverced 
by earthly honour and riches, but will regard the Caute of the 
Poor, and the Afi;Fed; and theſe things we are waiting for , 
to be brought to paſs in their ſeaſon, and the hand of che Lord 
will accompliſh it, if not by you, then even contrary to you, 
Wherefore am moved in Spirit, and in love tc you and to this 
Nation, to lay it before you, and todelire it of you (in whole 
hands the Liberties of this Nation yet remaineth ) chat you will 
ſo prepare and allow the Forndation of Government in this Na» 
tion, that che Lord may be the chooſer of our R»{crs, togive 
and to execute righteous Laws for us, and that men that tears 
God and hates coverouluels.and every eyil way , that Zi mee 
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and Righteous men, men of REP, and uprightneſs, men of hy. 
mility and ſoberneſs, men that are Conjtant togood Principles, 
and fuch whom the Lord hath bleſſed with che Spirit of ſound 
Fudgement, and with underſtanding, who may truly diſcern of 
Cauſes and equally Judge thereof, men thar are for the Juſt 
freedom of all, and for the General good of all, and men 
that in all things will ſeek the glory of the Lord , be they rich 
or poor, high or low in birth or breeding; yet let ſuch be Rulers 
among ns ,- and Judge this Nation, that al that do well\may 
have praiſe and bc juſtified, and all that do evil may be afr id, 
and puniſhed; and hereby ſhall the whole Nation be refrelhed 
and comforted with-the Mercies of te Lord , and his Name 
ſhall be the greateſt among us,and Tr/th and Righteorſmeſs ſhould 
run down , when F#ſtice fics in the Throuez; Andnot men for 
greatneſs ſake, in Titles orBirth, or otherwiſe, Choſen in 
Tradition”; and not by Appointment of God, but men for Ver. 
tres ſake, and not for earthly hoxorr which periſhech > not Cove-. 
tous nor Ambitious men,not proud and vain-glorious men, not ſuch 
as ſecks the honour from below, that reſpe&s vain titl-s & flat- 
teries of men,not ſuch as wi'l ſeek themlelves,and be perverted 
by gifts, not ſuch as are Perſec:tors for a good Conſcienceſake, 
that are Z-aloys, but not according to kxnowl-dge , not wiltul 
and heady men , not vunconſtant and changeable men , not Traitors 
that have turned for ſelf-advantage , and will change with the 
times toany way of Government for earthly honour, for tuch 
will Judge for man and not forGod, not zgnorant men that 
* wants the Spirit of found Judgement, nor ſuch as are prophan? 
and without the fear of God ; norſuch as rhefe, be they ric? 
or great, let not ſuch be our Governours nor Judge over us , 
to makeLaws and execyt? them for us in our Nation ; let all ſuch 
men be caſt out from among you , and dilenab'ed by certain 
Juſt reſtriFions from ever receiving Truſt or Authority over us 3 
or while ſuch men have been in power and ate in the 
Throne, Juſtice and true Judgement have been perverced, 
and our Land hath groaned under oppre ions , and che Inha» 
bitants mourned for very grief of heart , becauſe of rhe a- 
bounding of injuſtice and cruelty through their Rulers ; and 
the Lord hath been vexed with chem , while ini vity hath ſate 
upon the Throxe, and wilfulneſs Judged the people, and mercy 
{ been wanting , and juſt Judgement negleRed , and the whole 
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Land hath laid deſolate "Wus. © "FR 3 And therefore I call 
unto you on the Lords behalf, make way and prepare for 
Righteouſneſs to fir as |udge,$& that men alone, that fears God, 
and are ordained of him thereunro,of what Profeſſion or Birth 
ſoever they be , men of cruth and juſtneſ(s, that have the Spi= 
ric of a good underſta:iding, and are called of God, may have 
Authority in our Nation, togive [ aws and execute them for us , 
ſuch being brought into a capacicy by yow to be choſen , 
for to ſuch men appoinced of God, and fitted for that end, 
andtruly called of him, being qualified as aforeſaid, do we give 
the Authority and Power in our Nation, to Judge and to Go» 
vern in the things pertaining to this World, andover us as we 
are Members of this Nation, and over the outward man, and 
in the things becween wan and man, even to be a terrour to 
ſuch as are withour the fear of God, and to punith ſuch by 
Juſt Laws without; as breaks the Law of God within, though 
to the Lord God alone, we give the Authority and Powerover 
usto Rule us and to Judge us in that Relation., as we are 
Members of his Kingdom, and over cur inward man, and in 
the things pertaining to or Conſciexces in all things related to 
his worſhip, and ſervice, and faith, and praffices in Religion. 

And for as much as in the late dayes of darkneſs, rhrouglr 
the unjuſt praftice of Government in the hands of uncalled 
and ungodly men, the exerciſe of our Conſciences hath been 
violated, by men not ordained of God, who have not known 
the perfe& ltation, nor cauſe and end of Civil Government, nor 
how to Rule and Govern overus as men, and over our outward 
man (which 1s onely the end of outward Ruleand Govern- 
ment) bur have aſſumed unjuſtly the Seat and Throne of 
Chriſt Jetus, and have ruled over our Conſci-uces , and ecppreſſed 
our 1#war4 man with falle Judgement impoſed upon us , 
through /imitting of us from and compiling of us to tnch or 
ſuck a way of worthip and Religion, even contrary to 
the Spirit of God, taking upon then! wirhouc any call 
from God at all, but as Uſ-rpers, to be Judges in niat- 
ters of Faith, and Dodrin's, and JWorſhips, wh ch pertains 
unto the One God, and not unto men ; and untorhe Spirit of 
Chriſt we give the exercile of our conſci-xces in our duty co God 
mall things pertaining co worſhip and faith towards him, 
and not unto you nor any. man upen the carch ;z bur I fay be- 
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cauſe the civil Magiſtrate hath judged where he ought not in 
matters pertaining to God onely , and not to-him , and fo 
hath abuſed his Power, and exceeded the. meaſure and line of 
his Authority , hereby have we been wofully oppr;fed in our 
conſciences , and for the very pure exerciſe thereof, have we 
been accounted great offenders. and even righteoulne(s hach 
been puniſhed , as a haynious-crime,, and the moſt innocent 
as great tranſgreſſprs, even while the civi! Magiſtrate hath 
compelled to, and limmitted from ſuch wayes of worſhips. and 
practices of Religion , and ſo been as Lord over our conſciences ; 
we have been an oppreſſed People , and killed all the day long, - 
and our oppreſſions becauſe hereof, hath reached unto heaven, 
and entred into the ears of the Lord, and hach overturned, 
and confounded Powers and Authorities, men and Lawes, eyen 
becauſe of this thing, (to wit, oppreſſion of good conſcience) 
which may be to you examples for good , who cannot give his 
_ glory toany other., neither the exerciſe-of !hzz Peoples conſtiences, 
to any,faving his own Spirit , that onely leads into all Truthin 
worſhip and praftice 3 Wherefore it is upon me to lay it before 
you (even you as the firſt Afſlerters of,and. contenders for Enge 
lands Liberty)Jand whom the Lord hath honoured in beginning 
to remove Tyranny and oppreſſion,and reaching after our long loſt 
Liberties) that you will learn wiſdom from the God of heaven 
to be ordered to his glory , and to order others in Righteouſ- 
neſs., that you may eſcape the pits and ſnares that many are 
fallen into, in ſuch pathes of oppreling tender conſcience, 
And particularly chat you will leave unto God alone the exer- 
ciſe of Peoples conſciences in Faith and worſhip ; andclearly de- 
vide and diſtinguiſh between Rule and Government overthe 
People of this Nation as they are Men, and Members of the a 
Nation, and as Members of the Kingdom of Chriſt, and wor- OY " 
ſhipers of God in Spirit ; and that you will put a difference be- f 
tween the civil Government of our Nation, in the things pertain- 
ing to mens bodies and Eftates,and their outward carriages as I " 
men one towards another and between Church Government IF © 
and the things related to the worſhip and ſervice of God, and F © 
An faith and prafices of Religion towards him, in which rela- K 
tion, we give the Government over us to Chriſt as I have ſaid, 
for he alone is rue Judge concerning faith and worſhip and Re- 
ligon,, and men are but to Judge oyer men in thole things chat 
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DELTAIL 


rtains to this world, and over the ontward man; And there. 
re I lay it before you that the Foundation of Government" in 
our Nation may be ſo allowed, confirmed and eſtabliſhed by you, 
a that the civil Magiſtrate may be preſcribed by yon, the very 
length and breadth, the heigth and depth of his Authority and 
Truſt; and that the exercile and liberty of our conſciences in the 
worſhip and ſervice of God way not be intruſted with him to 
| Judge over us in matters of Faith;&Dofrines & worſhips, but that 
emay be wholly excluded,from medling in chat cale,and from 
impoſing any thing upon our conſciences in that relation ; 
and may not have the Power to Limit us from , or compell us to 
any ſuch or ſuch way of worſhip and Religion, Church and Mizi- 
fry, but that he may be ſecluded from Judgement over us, 
in all things pertaining tothe Kingdom of Chriſt Feſws, and that 
our liberties and exerciſes in his worſhip and Church and 
Miniftry may not be at all intruſted with any man, norleft to 
the Judgement of the civil Magiſtrate for Chriſt alone by his 
good Spirit, is Sypream Fudge, over our inward man, 1n all. 
things pertaining to worſhzp, faith, Church and Miniſtry, 
Wherefore I Call unto,and do adviſe you onthe Lords behalf; 
Let conſcience go free, and leave it to the exerciſe of the Spirit of 
God onely , do nor {limit the Lord , nor preſcribe him « way, 
how he muſt be believed in and worſhipped ; for that belongs 
unto him and not unto you nor any man; therefore I demand of 
you as our perfe& right that youſufter the Government of our 
Nation to be ſo ejtabliſhed, as that God may have his Right (to 
wit) the full Government in all things pertaining to his own 
Kingdom ; and the civil Magiſtrate may be fecluded from 
Judgement over us , in all things concerning and appertain=- 
ing to the worſhip of our God, and faith towards him 3 And 
alſo that all unrighteous Lawes and Decrees, yet remaining 
inthe | and , founded in the dark night of Apoſtacy , and 
praticed in cruelty, whereby the exerciſe of good conſcience 
bach bcen perſecuted , and the innocen<s made as offenders, 
may be ſpeedily repealed and made void, that henceforth for 
ever tender conſcience may be freed, and the exerciſe there- 
of given to God alone, that he may Judge and rule in his own 
Kingdom , and 7uft men may rule -and Judge in, the things 
pertaining to the outward man, and over ſuch as Wnredlerh 
the Law of God within them, and hereby ſhould m__ and 
eaccy, 
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Peace,' and loving kindneſs, and tender mercies from the © 
Lord ſpring forth in glory amongſt us, and the Nation would © 
be refreſhed from all its forrowes, and cated from all its © preſ=-. 
fions , and all righteous men would rejoyce, and give*glo y L 
to God, and Ages, to come, ſhould ſpeak well of you, if that © 
the Forndation of Government be: ſoſerled by you, as that every k 
man' may enjoy nis right one from another, and be defended © 
therein ; and G04 the Creator of all may poſleſle his right from ? 
all, and be ſuffered to be the onely exerciſer of his People in” 
his worſhip, that he may have what is due and belongs to him - 
from you and all People,S& ſuch a Government would be bleſſed + 
forever3 Andif you fulfill chis my advice you may be happy, * 
bur if you do not, but, wil be oppreſſors of conſcience by unjuſt Jaws, | 
then the Lord will bring ' diftrution upon you, and —— 
throw your Power; andliberty.will he bring ſome other way to 
his choſen heritage, in whom his ſoul delighteth ; Therefore 
rake this my Councel ,. even as you hope to proſper, for this * 
.know.from the Lord , upon the reje&ing or receiving hereof 
| dependeth your ſtanding or your fall, your renown, or per- 
ecual reproach, even. Four bleſling or your curſe, and the time 
is at hand, that many ſhall confeile che Lord gave good 
Counſel unto you, By his ſervant - by IA 1 


Lon. 6.of £.mon. EDWARD BURROUGH. 
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THE END. 


